
DOCKET NO.: D01 88.701 70US02 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



t: 



No.: 

Confirmation No. 

Filed: 

For: 

Examiner: 
Art Unit: 



Field et al. 
10/737197 
5833 

December 16, 2003 

SURGICAL SUTURING INSTRUMENT AND METHOD 

OF USE 

Not yet assigned 

3739 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.8(a) 
The undersigned hereby certifies that this document is being placed in the United States mail with 
first-class postage attached, addressed to MAIL STOP AMENDMENT^Q°mmissioner forj'atents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the (j) day of July, 2005. 




MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Transmitted herewith are the following documents: 

• Information Disclosure Statement; 

• PTO Form 1449 with cited foreign references and article; 

• Return Receipt Postcard 

If the enclosed papers are considered incomplete, the Mail Room and/or the Application Branch 
is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned at (617) 646-8000, Boston, Massachusetts. 

A check is not enclosed. If a fee is required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
Deposit Account No. 23/2825. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: July (p , 2005 
xNDDx 



By: 




Walt Norfleet, RVg. flfo.: 52,078 
Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210-2206 
Telephone: (617)646-8000 



90102SV1 



DOCKET NO.: D0188.70170US02 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

pplicant: Field et al. 

SerialNo.: 10/737197 

Confirmation No.: 5833 

Filed: December 16, 2003 

For: SURGICAL SUTURING INSTRUMENT AND METHOD 

OF USE 

Examiner: Not yet assigned 

Art Unit: 3739 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.8(a) 

The undersigned hereby certifies that this document is being placed in the United States mail with 



first-class postage attached, addressed to^MAIL STOP AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 



Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450, on the ( / ) day of July, 2005. 



ta^VIAIL 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

STATEMENT FILED PURSUANT TO THE DUTY OF 
DISCLOSURE UNDER 37 CFR §§1.56. 1.97 AND 1.98 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the Applicant 
requests consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

PART I: Compliance with 37 C.F.R. SI. 97 

This Information Disclosure Statement has been filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the above-identified case. No fee or certification is required. 
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Serial No.: 10/737197 -2- Art Unit: 3739 

Conf.No.: 5833 

PART II: Information Cited 

The Applicant hereby makes of record in the above-identified application the information 
listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified). The order of presentation of the references 
should not be construed as an indication of the importance of the references. 
The Applicant hereby makes the following additional information of record in the 
above-identified application. 

The above-identified U.S. application claims priority to U. S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 10/039601 now U.S. Patent No. 6,663,643. 

The Applicant would like to bring to the Examiner's attention the following co-pending 
applications that may contain subject matter related to this application: 



Serial No. 


Filing Date 


Publication No. 


10/014991 


12/11/01 


US-2002-0128666-A1 


10/051322 


01/18/02 


n/a 


10/141692 


05/07/02 


US-2003-0028202-A1 


10/202530 


07/23/02 


US-2003-0 105475 -Al 


10/243556 


09/13/02 


US-2003-0105476-A1 


10/352600 


01/28/03 


US-2003-0114863-A1 


10/378805 


03/04/03 


US-2003-0171761-A1 


10/396927 


03/25/03 


US-2004-0087979-A1 


10/441652 


05/19/03 


US-2004-0092967-A1 


10/440805 


05/19/03 


US-2004-0254592-A1 


10/667845 


09/22/03 


US-2004-0133221-A1 


10/681626 


10/08/03 


US-2004-0073237-A1 


10/737197 


12/16/03 


US-2005-0070922-A1 


10/760634 


01/20/04 


US-2005-0038449-A1 


10/764837 


01/26/04 


US-2004-0158267-A1 


10/848512 


05/18/04 


n/a 


10/897975 


07/23/04 


US-2005-0043747-A1 


10/919792 


08/17/04 


US-2005-0085832-A1 
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ArtUnit: 3739 



The Applicant would like to bring to the Examiner's attention the enclosed copy of the 
International Search Report from Patent Cooperation Treaty Application No. PCT/USO 1/50961, 
dated November 5, 2002 which corresponds to Parent U. S. Patent Application Serial No. 
10/039601 now U.S. Patent No. 6,663,643. 

PART III: Explanation of Non-English LanguaRe References and Remarks Concerning Other 
Information Cited 

The following is a concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language 
reference listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified): 

Where English language translations of the non-English language references have been 
provided, the translation is believed to show the relevance of the reference. Where no English 
language translation is available, but an English language abstract has been provided, the English 
language abstract is believed to explain the relevance to the extent known by Applicants. Where 
no English language abstract is available, the drawings are believed to show the relevance. 

The following are remarks concerning the other information cited. 

PART IV: Remarks 

Documents cited anywhere in the Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed unless 
otherwise indicated. It is respectfully requested that: 

1 . The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the present claims; 

2. The enclosed form PTO-1449 be signed by the Examiner to evidence that the cited 
information has been fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office during the 
examination of this application; 

3. The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues from this 
application. 
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ArtUnit: 3739 



By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that 
more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(b). 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior 
art as defined by 35 U.S.C. §102. 

Notwithstanding any statements by the Applicant, the Examiner is urged to form his own 
conclusion regarding the relevance of the cited information. 

An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: 




Walt Norfleet, Rei. NoJ52,078 
Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210-2206 
Telephone: (617)646-8000 



Docket No.: DO 1 88.70 170US02 
Date: Julyfc ,2005 
xNDDx 
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Number 
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01Q 118 

717,1 JO 




DRAKE 


4/20/1909 






1 449 087 




BUGBEE 


3/20/1923 






2 S79 19? 




KOHL 


12/18/1951 






£.y\J 1 JjJUi. 




CLARK 


5/27/1947 






2 897 820 




TAUBER 


10/23/1956 






3 on 550 




THOMAS 


12/19/1961 






3 404 677 




H.A. Springer 


7/8/1965 






3 470 87S 




GREEN 


12/8/1970 






1 ^4S 444 




GREEN 


12/8/1970 






1 S84 698 




Green 


6/15/1971 






1 67S 688 




Bryan, et al. 


7/11/1972 






1 71 S 769 

J, / JJ,/ uz, 




Bryan, et al. 


5/29/1973 






1 809 418 




Wolvek 


4/9/1974 






1 807 407 




Schweizer 


4/30/1974 






1 840 017 




Violante 


10/8/1974 






1 841 ^91 




Jarvik 


10/15/1974 






1 8^8 781 




Kapitanov, et al. 


1/7/1975 






1 877 ^70 




Barry 


4/1V197S 






1 Q^Q QAO 




Santos 


6/1/1976 

KJf If 1 7 / U 






/i nri£ 7/i7 




Kronenthal et al 

Ivl viivIIUIUIj VI V41. 


9/8/1977 
z.1 01 iy 1 1 






A 097 £08 




Arbuckle 


fill I \ 977 






4 103 690 




Harris 


8/1/1978 

O/ 1 / iy / O 






4,109,658 




Hughes 


8/29/1978 






4,204,541 




Kapitanov 


5/27/1980 






4,235,177 




Arbuckle 


11/25/1980 






4,258,716 




Sutherland 


3/31/1981 






4,306,560 




Harris 


12/22/1981 






4,453,661 




Genyk, et al. 


6/12/1984 






4,462,404 




Schwarz, et al. 


7/31/1984 






4,474,181 




Schenck 


10/2/1984 






4,553,543 




Amarasinghe 


11/19/1985 






4,557,265 




Andersson 


12/10/1985 






4,583,541 




Barry 


4/22/1986 






4,595,007 




Mericle 


6/17/1986 






4,602,636 




Noiles 


7/29/1986 
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4,607,637 




Berggren, et al. 


8/26/1986 






4,610,383 




Rothfuss, et al. 


9/9/1986 






4,612,933 




Brinkerhoff, et al. 


9/23/1986 


i 




4,624,257 




Berggren, et al. 


11/25/1986 






4,643,190 




Heimberger 


2/17/1987 






4,644,651 




Jacobsen 


2/24/1987 






4,747,358 




Moll, et al. 


5/31/1988 






4,760,848 




Hasson 


8/2/1988 






4,763,669 




Jaeger 


8/16/1988 






4,803,984 




Narayanan, et al. 


2/14/1989 






4,819,635 




Shapiro 


4/11/1989 






4,890,615 




Caspari, et al. 


1/2/1990 






4,901,721 




Hakki 


2/20/1990 






4,915,107 




Rebuffat, et al. 


4/10/1990 






4,923,461 




Caspari, et al. 


5/8/1990 






4,935,027 




Yoon 


6/19/1990 






4,938,214 




Specht, et al. 


7/3/1990 






4,941,466 




Romano 


7/17/1990 






4,955,887 




Zirm 


9/11/1990 






4,957,498 




Caspari, et al. 


9/18/1990 






4,966,600 




Songer, et al. 


10/30/1990 






5,002,564 




McGregor, et al. 


3/26/1991 






5,004,469 




Palmieri, et al. 


4/2/1991 






5,021,059 




Kensey, et al. 


6/4/1991 






5,133,735 




Slater, et al. 


7/28/1992 






5,161,725 




Murray, et al. 


11/10/1992 






5,174,300 




Bales, et al. 


12/29/1992 






5,192,298 




Smith, et al. 


3/9/1993 






5,211,650 




Noda 


5/18/1993 






5,217,465 




Steppe 


6/8/1993 






5,219,357 




Honkanen, et al. 


6/15/1993 






5,234,453 




Smith, et al. 


8/10/1993 






5,242,459 




Buelna 


9/7/1993 






5,254,126 




Filipi, et al. 


10/19/1993 






5,261,917 




Hasson, et al. 


11/16/1993 
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Adair 


3/1/1994 






c *2 e\A 1 9.1 




Gourlav et al 


4/19/1994 






j,jUO,zol 




Beurrier 


4/26/1994 

ft i y y* 










Reurrier i 

UVUl 1 1 VI 


5/3/1994 






j,jUo,J3 / 




Lichtman 


5/3/1994 










Pierce 


6/28/1994 






J, J J J,OZj 




Klein 


8/2/1994 






^ I'M 1 OQ 




Yoon 


8/2/1994 






J,JJ0,4Z4 




Ruzerak et al 


10/18/1994 






J,J /UjOJO 
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12/6/1994 






5,372,604 




Trott 


12/13/1994 

1M l ~J 1 1 y y r 






C *? HA 1 

5,386,741 




Rpnnpv 
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5,387,221 




RicoaarH 


2/7/1995 






C A 1 1 CT^ 

5,41 1,522 




Trott 


5/2/1995 






5,417,700 






5/23/1995 

Jl YyyJ 






C J n aft 1 

5,417,701 




Holmes 


5/23/1995 






5,423,821 




PaQniip 

I UjUUt- 


6/13/1995 

V// 1 «/ / LyyJ 






5,431,670 




Hnlmp^ 

1 1VJI11 1 ti 


7/1 1/1995 






5,437,681 




\4paHp pt al 
ivitauc, Cl al. 


8/1/199S 






5,447,512 




\A/ilcrtn p>t nl 
vv 1 ibun, Cl al. 


9/S/1QQS 
y/ j/ 1 77J 






5,458,609 




VJUIUUU, CL al. 


10/1 7/1 QQS 

IV// 1 / / 1 yyJ 










IVU 


19/19/1QQS 

1Z/ 1 Z,/ 1 yy J 






5,478,093 




Eibl et al 


12/26/1995 






5,496,334 




Klundt, et al. 


3/5/1996 






5,498,256 




Furnish 


3/12/1996 






5,499,990 




Schulken, et al. 


3/19/1996 






5,500,001 




Trott 


3/19/1996 






5,501,683 




Trott 


3/26/1996 






5,501,688 




Whiteside, et al. 


3/26/1996 






5,501,692 




Riza 


3/26/1996 






5,501,698 




Roth, et al. 


3/26/1996 






5,522,820 




Caspari, et al. 


6/4/1996 






5,527,322 




Klein, et al. 


6/18/1996 






5,571,119 




Atala 


11/5/1996 






5,578,044 




Gordon, et al. 


11/26/1996 
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5,582,616 




Bolduc, et al. 


12/10/1996 






5,618,306 




Roth, et al. 


4/8/1997 






5,665,096 




Yoon 


9/9/1997 






5,674,230 




Tovey, et al. 


10/7/1997 






5,690,653 




Richardson, et al. 


11/25/1997 






5,709,693 




Taylor 


1/20/1998 






5,713,910 




Gordon, et al. 


2/3/1998 






5,720,766 




Zang, et al. 


2/24/1998 






5,728,112 




Yoon 


3/17/1998 






5,755,728 




Maki 


5/26/1998 






5,759,188 




Yoon 


6/2/1998 






5,766,186 




Faraz, et al. 


6/16/1998 






5,766,217 
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5,776,150 




Nolan, et al. 


7/7/1998 






5,782,844 




Yoon, et al. 


7/21/1998 






5,792,152 




Klein, et al. 


8/11/1998 






5,797,927 




Yoon 


8/25/1998 






5,799,672 




Hansbury 


9/1/1998 






5,810,851 




Yoon 


9/22/1998 






5,810,882 




Bolduc, et al. 


9/22/1998 






5,814,054 




Kortenbach, et al. 


9/29/1998 






5,824,008 




Bolduc, et al. 


10/20/1998 






5,830,221 




Stein, et al. 


11/3/1998 






5,830,234 




Wojciechowicz, et al. 


11/3/1998 






5,891,140 




Ginn, et al. 


4/6/1999 






5,911,727 
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Kortenbach 
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